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eight textile artists explore identity

Linda Barlow / Caren Garfen / Janet Haigh / Nigel Hurlstone  
Val Jackson / Deirdre Nelson / Naomi Ryder / Lynn Setterington
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Caren Garfen

Walk and Talk: 
Curator Melanie Miller  
and Caren Garfen   
Saturday 12 April, 11.00am 
FREE no need to book

Melanie and Caren will discuss 
Caren’s research and making 
processes, and they will also be 
happy to respond to questions 
from the audience. 
 
Walk and Talk:  
Artist Val Jackson  
and Curator Melanie Miller  
Sunday 11 May, 2.00pm 
FREE please call to book a place

Melanie and Val will discuss  
Val’s research and making 
processes, and they will also be 
happy to respond to questions 
from the audience. 

Adult Workshops: 
Naomi Ryder – 2 day workshop 
Saturday 21 & Sunday 22 June, 
10.30am – 4.30pm 
£130 includes light lunch  
Suitable for all abilities 

Naomi Ryder is an artist  
who draws with stitch to create 
delicate pieces of contemporary 
art reflecting our everyday life. 
During this course you will be 
shown suitable handstitch and 
applique techniques for drawing 
with stitch. 
 
Janet Haigh – 1 day workshop  
Tuesday 8 July,  
10.30am – 4.30pm  
£60 includes light lunch 
Suitable for all abilities

Learn to embroider simple 
messages, names and dates 
using your own hand writing,  
from signatures through to 
messages plus an introduction 
to traditional cross-stitched 
dedications.

Janet Haigh – 1 day workshop  
Wednesday 9 July,  
10.30am – 4.30pm  
£60 includes light lunch 
Intermediate to advanced  
hand stitching skills required

Learn how to transfer and 
embroider a range of letter forms 
and numerals using traditional 
needle work techniques; how 
to transfer letters using a variety 
of methods, stitching outlines, 
padding (tramme), and then 
embroidering an initial or  
numeral in satin stitch.

For further information  
please visit our website.

 

 
 
Construct 
A beautifully presented 32 page  
book accompanies the exhibition.  
ISBN 978-1-905865-65-9  

Call to reserve your copy.  
Tel: +44 (0)1824 704774

12 April – 20 July 2014
Gallery 1

Who are we? What makes  
us who we are? In this 
exhibition, curated by  
Melanie Miller and June Hill, 
eight artists explore the 
subject of identity from  
a range of perspectives: 
personal, public, historic  
and geographic.

The exhibition features  
work in a variety of formats 
including installation, 
domestic objects, military 
clothing, signature quilts, 
digital prints and embroidered 
stop motion animation.

Dr Melanie Miller is a lecturer, 
maker, writer and curator.

right: Naomi Ryder. images are courtesy of the artists. 

Talks, Events & Workshops
To book call 01824 704774.  
For the latest listings visit  
www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk

FREE

FREE



Dr. Kevin Coates is a multi-
talented artist-goldsmith and 
sculptor who creates virtuoso 
jewels in gold, precious stones, 
shells, and other exotic 
materials. His work is both 
exquisite and fantastical. 
Following his successful solo 
exhibition at the Wallace 
Collection in London in 2011, 
Coates has been working on  
an ambitious new project,  
A Bestiary of Jewels, pairing  
a creature with its significant 
human, with the jewel mounted 
in a bestiary ‘page’, in a poetic 
elaboration on the theme of the 
medieval encyclopaedias  
known as Bestiaries. 
 
Produced in association with  
the Ashmolean Museum.

12 April – 20 July 2014
Gallery 2
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A Dodo for Mr. Dodgson, 19. Brooch in wall mount, artist’s no: 450.MB.12B.  
photography: Clarissa Bruce

A Parrot for Flaubert, 13. Neckpiece in wall mount, artist’s no: 449.MNP.12B. 

In Conversation:  
Dr. Kevin Coates and  
Professor Christopher Cook   
Saturday 12 April 2.00pm 
FREE please call to book a place

Kevin Coates and Christopher 
Cook will explore some of 
the animals and people who 
populate the Bestiary of Jewels. 

 
 
Kevin Coates Lecture: 
A Bestiary of Jewels  
Date to be confirmed

For further information  
please visit our website. 

Talks, Events & Workshops
To book call 01824 704774.  
For the latest listings visit  
www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk

FREE

Kevin Coates 
A Bestiary of Jewels 
£18.00

A beautifully presented 104 page  
book accompanies the exhibition.  
English language only. 
ISBN 978-1-905865-63-5  

Call to reserve your copy.  
Tel: +44 (0)1824 704774



Claire Curneen
To this I put my name

12 April – 20 July 2014
Gallery 3

A new body of work by 
internationally renowned 
ceramicist, Claire Curneen, 
which is the result of a Creative 
Wales Ambassador Award 
given by the Arts Council  
of Wales. Curneen spent time 
investigating the vast collection 
at the National Museum of 
Ireland in Dublin with curator 
Audrey Whitty and then 
returned to Wales to develop 
her findings as resident artist  
at Mission Gallery. “An artist  
of vision and narrative whose 
work offers us, among many 
others things, a world filled with 
stories and their own sorrows.” 

Teleri Lloyd Jones,  
Assistant Editor at Crafts Magazine

Claire Curneen  
To this I put my name 
£12.00

A beautifully presented 48 page  
book accompanies the exhibition.  
ISBN 978-1-905865-64-2 

Call to reserve your copy.  
Tel: +44 (0)1824 704774
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A Ruthin Craft Centre and  
Mission Gallery Touring Exhibition.

photography: Dewi Tannatt Lloyd

In conversation:  
Claire Curneen  
and Catherine Roche 
Sunday 13 April, 2.00pm   
FREE please call to book a place

Claire Curneen will be in 
conversation with artist and writer 
Catherine Roche. Together they 
will discuss Claire’s recent body 
of work, exploring the underlying 
themes and motivations that have 
culminated in this powerful and 
moving exhibition. Both ceramicist 
and writer have enjoyed an 
ongoing studio dialogue over the 
past year: here they will share 
their conversations, exploring 
notions of materiality, liminality,  
the body, the relationship between 
artefact and figure, as well as  
the correlation between figure, 
viewer and space. 
 
Talk: ‘Figuratively Speaking’  
Saturday 17 May  
1.00pm – 4.30pm   
£3.00 please call to book a place  

Guest Speakers:  
Claire Curneen, Elizabeth 
Moignard and Alex McErlain.

Claire Curneen, Ceramicist: 
An introduction to the new 
exhibition ‘To this I Put My Name’ 
including an insight to  
the beginnings of her figurative 
work and studio practice.  

Elizabeth Moignard, Professor  
of Classical Art and Archaeology 
at the University of Glasgow: 
The talk, called Colour Chart,  
will enlarge on some of the 
themes of heroism and its 
portrayal and interpretation 
by Exekias, including his use 
of colour as an emotional and 
narrative tool, which should 
engage with the major themes 
of Claire Curneen’s work in  
the exhibition.

Alex McErlain, Potter, Writer  
and Lecturer: Alex McErlain  
will talk about the differing  
ways contemporary ceramic 
artists have explored the figure 
and its potential for creative 
expression before leading a 
discussion on issues raised.   
 
 
 

‘Figurative Drawing’  
with artist Jane McCormack 
Sunday 18 May  
11.00am – 1.30pm  
Sunday 25 May  
11.30am – 1.30pm  
Sunday 1 June 
11.30am – 1.30pm   
Book the 3 week course in 
advance for just £18.00 or £7.50  
per session thereafter

This is an opportunity to practice 
and to develop your figurative 
drawing skills which will include 
observational drawing from 
Claire’s Curneen’s ceramic 
figures and a life drawing 
session, led by experienced  
art tutor Jane McCormack.

Materials will be provided on  
the day but please feel to bring 
your own sketchbook and 
drawing media.

For further information  
please contact the gallery.

FREE



Master-class – Bookbinding 
with Simeon Jones 
Wednesday 16 April  
11.00am – 3.30pm 

£8 per young person  
Age 11 – 14 year olds  
Please bring a packed  
lunch with you on the day

Participants will make simple 
concertina bindings, make paper 
to cover the books and creative 
work with which to fill them. 
 
 
Precious jewels  
Inspired by Kevin Coates 
exhibition. Children’s workshop 
Thursday 17 April   
10.30am – 12.30pm  
or 1.30pm – 3.30pm 

FREE booking is essential 
Age 6 – 11 must be 
accompanied by an adult 

Let’s explore! Using magnifying 
glasses and microscopes to 
examine different types of insects 
in display cases to inspire you to 
make our own collaged, creature 
jewels in the style of Kevin Coates. 
Led by artist Mai Thomas.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clay Figures workshop  
with ceramicist  
Katie Scarlett-Howard 
Wednesday 23 April   
10.30am – 12.30pm  
or 1.30pm – 3.30pm  
£5 per child per workshop  
(adults free) 
Age 6 – 11 must  
be accompanied by an adult

Thursday 24 April  
11.00am – 3.30pm  
Age 11 – 14 year olds 
£8 per young person 
Please bring a packed  
lunch with you on the day

Katie Scarlett-Howard is a 
professional figurative ceramic 
artist, whose work is focused on 
the human form. She has been  
a practising artist for fourteen 
years and works from her home 
studio in Denbigh. 

During the workshop, Katie will 
take you through each process 
of making the human or animal 
form with professional, grogged 
sculpting clay. You will learn a 
wide variety of ceramic modelling 
techniques, from coiling, slab-
rolling, pinching, engraving to 
hollowing out and decoration.  
The figure or animal you sculpt is 
down to your own imagination! 

The sculptures will then be fired  
in Katie’s own kiln and returned  
to the Craft Centre for pick up. 

Please book in advance  
to avoid disappointment 
 

Lost keys  
Drop-in workshop 
Friday 25 April  
11.00am – 3.00pm 

FREE no need to book, but please 
be patient if we are busy

Join us and explore our cabinet  
of curiosities. Bring along keys  
to cast in a collaborative artwork, 
share stories and unlock the door 
to creativity.

All children must be accompanied  
by an adult

Easter Holiday 
Family Activities
Come and join us at Ruthin Craft Centre this Easter for a whole host  
of exciting events inspired by our exhibitions for all the family to enjoy!

FREE

FREE



Cabinets  
of Curiosity’   
Mai Thomas  

8/98/9

Studio 5  
12 April – 13 July 2014 

The history of museums and 
galleries has its beginnings in 
the display, by private individuals 
of collections of objects and 
artefacts. These collections  
were sometimes known as 
‘Cabinets of Curiosity.’

The Studio Space will be 
designed in the form of a giant 
cabinet, housing artefacts and 
objects, which can be handled 
and explored during hands on 
workshops during the residency 
period. These workshops will  
be devised and delivered by  
Mai Thomas artist and researcher 
during the 12 week period.

The artefacts in this cabinet 
are from collections held by 
Bodelwyddan Castle and 
Denbighshire County Museums. 
They have been selected for their 
connections to the themes found 
in the work of Claire Curneen and 
Kevin Coates; currently exhibiting 
their work in the main galleries 
here at Ruthin Craft Centre. 
Both artists themselves have 
been inspired by the magnificent 
collections of curiosities at the 
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford and 
the National Museum of Ireland, 
Dublin, respectively. It is hoped 
that our engagement with some 
of Denbighshire’s treasures  
will arouse curiosity and a  
desire to visit our very own  

‘Cabinets of Curiosity’, right  
here on our doorstep.

The focus of this project and 
collections is to use these objects 
and artefacts to inspire creativity 
in our community and act as 
starting points for making our own 
artwork. During the participatory 
sessions ideas will be developed 
for new handling collections 
and learning resources, in 
collaboration with different artists, 
based on the research.

This is a research project that 
has been devised and will be 
delivered by artist Mai Thomas 
as part of her PhD studies at 
Glyndwr University. It will run for 
12 weeks as a pilot in conjunction 
with Ruthin Craft Centre and the 
Museum and Heritage Services  
at Denbighshire County Council. 
 

 
Adult drop-in session: 
‘All things curious’  
Studio 5 
Saturday 26 & Sunday 27 April   
11.00am – 3.00pm 

As part of the project we would 
like to invite you to take part in 
creating a community cabinet. 
Please bring a photograph of  
a curious object or a small 
object which we can 
photograph for you. Join  
Mai and make a small artwork 
based on your object. With  
your help we will create a 
collection to wonder at.  

For further information  
please visit our website. 

Talks, Events & Workshops
To book call 01824 704774.  
For the latest listings visit  
www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk
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Making Insight’s –  
Craft In Action / Treiddio’r 
Wyneb – Crefft ar Waith

Over 10 weeks this summer, 
Ruthin Craft Centre will host 
a series of ten three day open 
access events. Each weekend 
will feature a different applied 
artist / craftsperson / maker.

The programme for each three 
day residency will be tailored 
according to the nature of the 
artist’s practice but all will offer 

An ‘open studio’ experience  
on the first day where visitors  
can call in and see the  
craftsperson at work. 
An illustrated talk or 
demonstration giving insights  
into their practice.  
Some form of practical 
participation session.

In addition to this, as part 
of the Open Doors Heritage 
weekend for Ruthin at the end of 
September, four craftspeople will 
be selected to work in historic 
buildings in the town centre that 
will be open to the public.

This project is made possible 
by funding from Cadwyn Clwyd 
through the Rural Development 
Plan for Wales 2007–2013, 
which is funded by the Welsh 
Government and the European 
Agricultural Fund for  
Rural Development.

The Fabrication  
of Blodeuwedd –  
2 day drop-in workshop

Thursday 29 and Friday 30 May 
11.00am – 3.00pm  
FREE no need to book, but  
please be patient if we are busy 
Suitable for all ages 

Cherry Head Productions is 
interested in the creation of 
elaborate costumes made from 
a variety of textiles, which could 
stand alone as a piece of art, 
or be used in the creation of 
exciting theatrical characters.

Artist Goldsmith Kevin Coates 
and Ceramicist Claire Curneen 
are both exhibiting at the Craft 
Centre this spring, and their 
work, although very different, 
both are inspired by the idea 
of Mythology. Cherry Head 
Production project takes 
inspiration from the spring 
exhibition, the pairing of 
creature and human form,  
and combining these aspects  
in one extravagant costume.

We would like to invite you  
to come along to Ruthin Craft 
Centre and help Cherry Head 
Production to design and  
make this beautiful garment. 
During the workshop you’ll 
make flowers and leaves 
amongst other aspects of 
mythical creatures and  
gods to adorn it.

 
 

The project continues a 
month later with a promenade 
performance, including live  
music by Henry Horrell,  
along the Ruthin Art Trail  
on Sunday 29 June.

FREE

Cherry Head Production

Family Drop-in – May Half Term Coming Soon...



Visit Ruthin Craft Centre for 
exquisite jewellery, ceramics, glass, 
textiles, books and much more.

Artist Studio’s

Cefyn Burgess, Artist Studio 1
www.cefynburgess.co.uk

Neil Dalrymple, Artist Studio 4
www.neildalrymple.com

Here at Ruthin Craft Centre 
we have three on-site 
Artist Studio’s to explore. 
Textiles and fabrics by  
Cefyn Burgess, Stoneware 
ceramic sculpture by  
Neil Dalrymple and Jewellery 
by Mirage Jewellery.  
Come and visit the studios 
today for some original  
gift ideas. 
 
Please contact the makers 
individually for their opening times.

Mirage Jewellery, Artist Studio 6
www.mirage-jewellery.co.uk
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With three galleries showing 
the best in national and 
international contemporary 
applied art, on-site makers 
studios, café and retail gallery 
– visit Ruthin Craft Centre.

Ruthin Craft Centre 
The Centre for the Applied Arts 
Park Road, Ruthin 
Denbighshire LL15 1BB 
Tel: +44 (0)1824 704774

Open daily 10.00am – 5.30pm  
FREE Admission  
FREE On-site parking

Visit our website for  
exhibition information  
www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk

Café R Restaurant
Visit Café R Restaurant with its 
courtyard terrace for seasonal 
homemade fayre, morning and 
afternoon snacks and a lunch 
menu. If you’re planning a group 
visit, why not reserve a table? 
To book call 01824 703571.

Retail Gallery
Offering contemporary work for 
sale from some of the country’s 
leading makers. Browse and 
purchase from a broad selection 
of jewellery, ceramics, glass, 
metalwork, textiles, books, 
stationery and unique gifts.

Collectorplan, the Arts Council of 
Wales’ interest free credit scheme, 
is available on most purchases in 
the gallery.

Visiting informationSOME OF OUR 
PUBLICATIONS

BOOKING  
INFORMATION

We stock a wide selection  
of books and catalogues in 
our retail gallery including 
many titles published 
exclusively by RCC. 

View our full listing at  
www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk

Available from the Retail Gallery  
Ruthin Craft Centre or by mail-order.  
Postage and packaging costs will  
apply. Please call or email for details. 

Call +44 (0)1824 704774 or  
email: thegallery@rccentre.org.uk

Claire Curneen 
Succour

48 pages, full colour  
200x270mm 

Softback was: £12  
Special Offer price: £6 

Kevin Coates 
A Notebook of pins

60 pages, full colour  
210x150mm

Softback was: £10  
Special Offer price: £5 

Unless otherwise stated, all talks, 
events and workshops must be 
booked in advance. Fees are 
required to be paid in full at the 
time of booking. Cancellation of  
a place by a course member 
does not automatically qualify for 
a refund. Some courses may be 
altered or cancelled if there are 
insufficient enrolments. 

Talks, Events & Workshops
To book call 01824 704774.  
For the latest listings visit  
www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk

For the duration of the current,  
new exhibitions – a special offer  
on related past publications:


